Writing a method in answer to a CE question
Example question: 

Describe how you would obtain a pure sample of salt from a mixture of rock salt.  (5)
Keywords –

‘Describe how’ – it wants a clear description of a method

There are 5 marks for this question, so you have got to include at least 5 scientific points when writing the method. Remember to try and use the correct scientific vocabulary.

Here are some answers like children sometimes write – how many marks would you give them?

a) Get some salt, put it in water, filter it and boil it and you will get salt

b) Take the salt and grind it up, then add water. Pour the water through a filter and collect the water. Then put it in a bowl and heat it up. You will see the salt left in the bowl at the end.

c) Take the rock salt and grind it up in a bowl to make it a powder. Dissolve this powder in some water next, and then pour the mixture through some filter paper. The rock will be left behind in the paper. Take the water and put it in an evaporating dish. Heat it with a Bunsen burner and you will see the salt left behind in the basin.

d) Grind the rock salt into a powder using a pestle and mortar, this will help it dissolve faster. Add the powder to some water and stir it until it has had chance to dissolve the salt. Put some filter paper in a funnel and pour the salt solution through the filter paper. The insoluble rock will be left as a residue in the paper. Collect the filtrate in an evaporating basin.  Place the basic on a tripod and gauze over a Bunsen burner, and heat it so that the water can evaporate. The residue left in the basin will be pure salt.

Which one of these should be the type of method you are aiming for?

