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Prep in Y7 & ¥8

Prep is a key part of the learning process in Y7 and Y8, and by the time they reach the senior end of
the school, they should be well versed in systems for completing, organising and handing in prep as
expected by various teachers.

Rationale
lts main purpose is to reinforce what has been done in class, with the pupils asked to complete work

INDEPENDENTLY so we know what they can do without support. This is an important message for
you as parents, to make sure the pupils are doing it on their own, and if they ask for help from you,
that they are given guidance BUT it is NOT DONE FOR THEM. While they might sometimes struggle,
or not be able to complete work, then we as teachers would rather see this so know we need to
intervene, rather than masking misunderstanding. It can also be used to rote learn key facts, to revise
or prepare for a test, to research some information related to a topic, or to complete a project.

Prep length

In Years 7 and 8 each prep should take around 30 minutes. The time will obviously vary slightly
depending on how fast the pupil works and the type of task that is set.

However, prep is set assuming full and uninterrupted concentration for that period of time. Trips to
the loo, day dreaming or repeated pencil sharpening will mean the prep takes much longer to
complete! As a parent you may need to monitor how long prep is taking. If you feel that your child has
concentrated fully and is still working after 45 minutes, stop them and put a note in the diary. If the
prep only takes a few minutes it is helpful if this is also recorded. Remember some preps involve
watching videos online, or reading and learning information, as well as actually writing things, which is

all part of the time allowance.

Year 8 pupils preparing for academic scholarships will have a heavier schedule in the few weeks
before their particular exam as they will need to practice papers alongside other work.

Prep timetable

There are 10 weekly preps for Y7 and 8 pupils (Maths, English, Biology, Chemistry, Physics,
French, Latin, History, Geography, RPE). Teachers try to avoid asking for prep to be completed for
the following day, although sometimes this is unavoidable. This means that your child needs to record
which day the prep is due and not allow the number of preps to build up. It also means that prep can
be planned around days where a child has substantial commitments after school.

Self-Organisation

Organisation is the key to successfully completed prep and helps to relieve some of the tension and
stress that can be caused at home over prep. Independent learning is a key component of prep at
Spratton and it is important that this is reinforced both at home and at school. However, some pupils

need quite a lot of guidance and help to become independent.

Pupil Calendars
Pupils now have small pocket planners to keep in their blazers and record prep instructions on if they

need to. However, the majority of prep instructions are now given on Google Classroom.

Google Classroom

We use an online learning platform called Google Classroom to pass on prep instructions. This can
be accessed via the Google Drive on their Chromebooks. The pupils are fully aware of this and
should be checking it daily. As parents you can also set it up to receive daily or weekly updates of

what work has been set on Google Classroom.



Additional Tips
Quiet space - Have a designated prep area at home. Make sure that there is a large flat work area,
plenty of light and few distractions. It can be difficult for a child to concentrate if there is a lot of noise

and activity in other parts of the house.

Routine - Try to have one! Work out when prep can be done at home, fitting around regular
activities you know about. Prioritise it over TV, Gaming, etc and make this clear to the pupils.

Guided Support - Help your child to work independently. Encourage them to look up information
rather than answering questions yourself. Constant ‘phoning or e-mailing of friends for help is
unnecessary and wastes time. Most prep is set for the individual child to complete. It makes it difficult
for the teacher to assess how much has been understood if the prep has been completed by
committee! Also, check they are actually working on prep in their room, and not distracting
themselves. A 30 minute prep will take 45 mins if they are texting their friends every 2 minutes!

Monitor - Take an interest in the work your child is doing and report any concerns in the diary.
Children need to know that their parents and adults close to them think homework is important. If a
child finds it very difficult to settle it may be that you need to do some quiet work or reading in the
room with them to reinforce the idea of the importance of study.

Form Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri
8B Science Science Geography Maths Science
French/ French/ History
Latin Latin
RPE (Art) English
8P Science Science RPE Maths Science
French Latin Geography History
(Art) English
8Q Science Science History Maths Science
French Geography RPE Latin
(Art) English
7F Science Geography Science Science Maths
= History RPE French English
Latin
7N Science RPE Science Science Maths
French Latin Geography English
History
7S Science History Science Science Maths
RPE French English
Geography Latin




Some useful revision resources for Y8

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/ 11-plus-13-plus-books/13
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Chromebook Guidelines for Y5-8

Children will be given their Chromebooks at the start of term and further explanation will be given in subsequent
Computing lessons. They will be given their log-in details and a brief introduction to the Chromebook. When pupils
leave the school, the Chromebooks will remain the property of Spratton Hall School. We expect them to be returned

in a usable condition.

Mornings

Lessons

Pupils must bring their Chromebooks to school every day, fully charged. Mr Fernandes will be keeping a
record of pupils who repeatedly need their Chromebooks charging at the start of the day.

Chargers should be kept at home, not brought into school, unless faulty or they are requested by school.
Pupils must bring their Chromebooks to school in a padded sleeve.

Pupils must bring ‘in-the-ear’ earphones to school and keep in their blazer pocket for use when needed. We
do NOT lend earphones, for hygiene reasons.

Chromebooks should be unpacked at 8:30am, ready for checking in Registration time.

Tutors will check that the Chromebooks are charged, during morning registration. If Chromebooks are
uncharged or they have a problem which the pupil has not been to try and get fixed, then this will be noted.
Repeatedly not having the Chromebook charged will lead to a Minus being given.

if there is an urgent problem (such as any overnight damage or major fault), the Digital Support Office will be
open from 8.20am to provide support and give advice to pupils and/or parents.

Pupils can also be given permission to go to the Digital Support Office with urgent problems during
Registration / Tutorial.

Pupils can visit the Digital Support Office at break times and at 4pm if they have any other questions or
concerns. They must take responsibility for getting problems dealt with at these times and not in lessons.

Chromebooks should be taken to every lesson. Class teachers will advise pupils about how to manage
Chromebooks in different curriculum areas (especially Art, Drama, Music ...)

During PE & Games, Chromebooks must be stored safely in form room lockers. Chromebooks must not be
taken to the Changing Rooms, left outside, or left on desks in classrooms.

During away matches, Chromebooks must be stored safely in form room lockers. If pupils are to be collected
directly from the away match, Chromebooks must be placed safely in school bags.

Chromebooks must never be left outside during lessons where they are not being used, or during any break
or lunch time, in case it rains while they are unattended. They should be stored in form rooms or lockers, or
taken to the classroom where the next lesson will be taking place.

Chromebooks are not to be used outside of lessons unless pupils are under the supervision of a teacher.
Pupils are expected to abide by the ICT Code of Conduct, which is in the Pupil diaries, whenever they use
their Chromebook. If they do not, they will receive appropriate sanctions.

Damage

Pupils must report all damage to devices, whether accidental or deliberate.
Pupils should not customise their Chromebooks with stickers or any kind of artwork. Their padded cases

can be customised.
Parents will be charged for repairs if the damage is caused through misuse, or lack of care with the

Chromebook.

Evenings

Pupils must take their Chromebooks home every evening for charging.
Chromeboaks can be connected to home networks.
As a minimum, pupils should use their Chromebooks to check for details of their prep on Google Classroom.
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IT Platforms at Spratton Hall - A Guide for Parents

As with most workplaces now, the use of IT at Spratton Hall is deeply embedded in our day-to-day
routines. This document explains what these systems are and when you may encounter them as a parent,
to remove some of the concern when you start at Spratton as to what can be a confusing array of login
information, and how it all links together.

If you have any problems with any of this technology working (or not), then contact Mr Fernandes via
support@sprattonhall.com , where issues can be resolved by our IT support team.

Parent Sites

Engage Parent portal (https://home.sprattonhall.com)

Who uses it? All parents of Reception to Year 8 pupils.

What is it used for? Engage is the Management Information System we use for nearly all of our
administration and data storage. It is used for booking parent evening times (Reception to Year 3 only),
accessing online reports on effort and attainment (Year 1 to Year 8), accessing additional information like
timetables or updating your contact details.

A letter will be provided when you start at Spratton asking you to set up your username and password for
this. It is accessible all year round. At various points in the year parents will be sent reminders to view the
assessment information that is posted on there at half terms and end of terms.

An App is available (search: Engage school) — the School App ID is 666221, and login details are then the

same as for the website version.

Tapestry (https://tapestryjournai.com)

Who uses it? Reception parents only.
What is it used for? To record a pictorial record of pupil progress in Reception, with associated teacher

comments.
An activation login will be sent to the primary email contact for school, at the beginning of September, to

allow parents to access the online journal and view their child’s posts.

School website (www.sprattonhail.com)

Who uses it? Anyone and everyone!

What is it used for? While a large part of the website is about advertising what we do to interested
parties, there is a section for Parent Information, where documentation such as certain school policies,
advice about the curriculum and exams, and other useful general information, is available. There is also an
‘amendments’ section in School News, where we post any changes to the school calendar and school

events.

Google Classroom (https://classroom.google.com/)

Who uses it? Year 3 to Year 8 pupils, and parents of these pupils.

What is it used for? It is our main education platform for sharing instructions for prep, sharing work
and/or useful videos etc, and ensuring work at home is completed. Pupils use their school Google login to
access accounts, on whichever devices they use at home.

Parents can also be set up by our IT support, to receive their children’s daily or weekly notifications if they
wish, to allow you to keep track of homework. To receive daily notifications, you will need a Gmail account,
which you may wish to create and will need to be passed onto Mr Fernandes (IT support -
vfn@sprattonhall.com). Other email accounts only give weekly updates.




‘SOCS’ Sports Website (https://sports.sprattonhall.com/)

Who uses it? Parents of pupilsin Year 3 to Year 8

What is it used for? To post information about school sport fixtures, including team sheets containing
times, venues and dates, and any other instructions. Results are also posted after matches have taken
place. Parents can access the information using the code Green99 at the login screen. Thereis an app

version too that can be saved to your smartphone or tablet.

SchoolPost

Who uses it? All parents
What is it used for? We use it for communicating messages and letters to parents via email or SMS text.

You will be sent messages regarding a wide range of school matters using this system, from a text
informing you that a trip is running late on return, to letters from the Headmaster. The system is
automatically set up when you join school, as long as your contact details are correct and up to date.

For some messages, where permission is required for a school trip, you may be asked to complete a short

online permission reply.
Pupil Only Sites

Tootoot (https://sprattonhall.tootoot.co.uk/login)

Who uses it? Year 3 to Year 8

What is it used for? A way for pupils to speak confidentially to the Head of Pastoral Care, Miss Savage.
Tootoot enables pupils to reach out for support through messaging via any platform rather than having to
have a face-to-face conversation. It can be completely anonymous, if the pupil so chooses. Login details are
provided in Computing lessons, where the pupils are shown how to access the website if they need to.

TT Rockstars (https:// play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student)

Who uses it? Year 3 to Year 8 for some Maths prep
What is it used for? Maths sets use it to provide regular practice of times table facts, to increase overall

recall speed and accuracy.
A free app version is available to download on most home devices, or it can be played via the web version.

Login details are provided by the maths teacher to the pupils at the beginning of the term, which are
written in their planners.

MyMaths (https://login.mymaths.co.uk/login)

Who uses it? Year 3 to Year 8 for some Maths prep
What is it used for? Maths sets use it for setting work, either in class or for homework. It can also be used

for revision and practice. Login details are provided by the maths teacher to the pupils at the beginning of
the term.

ATOM

Who uses it? Year5to Year 8
What is it used for? To help pupils prepare for pre-test entry exams to senior school, in areas of Verbal

reasoning (VR), Non-verbal reasoning (NVR), Maths, and English comprehension. Y5 have a weekly lesson
in this to help them understand how to answer these questions better. Y6 - Y8 will use it for practice if
needed before they sit such tests as part of an entry exam to their chosen senior school. Parents must
create a link to their child’s account once the pupil has logged in, to enable it to be used out of school.

EdShed
Who uses it? Year 3 to Year 6 for some English prep
What is it used for? To allow pupils to practice and improve their spellings, and to develop their

vocabulary through regular practice, as part of prep, and in lessons.



Google for Education

Guardian’s Guide to Classroom

Google Classroom is a free tool within Google Workspace for
Education, a set of products including Gmail, Calendar, Docs,

Drive, Slides and more. .

With Classroom, educators can distribute and collect

assignments, give personalized feedback and grades, and see

students’ work in one place. Schools use Classroom to make

teaching more productive and meaningful by streamlining E
assignments, boosting collaboration, and fostering

communication. -

Keeping parents and guardians informed

Parents and guardians can opt in to get an email summary of their child's work in Classroom, which
includes information about upcoming assignments, missing work, class activities and projects.
If you aren’t getting these emails today but would like to, please talk to your school to learn more

about email summaries for parents and guardians.

How teachers use Google Classroom

E Assign classwork f“ Make announcements
Educators can create assignments and add in Educators can send announcements to the
all the necessary documents for students to whole class, which students receive via email.
work on. Students receive an email notification They also see these announcements when they
when there is a new assignment and are able log in to Classroom, through a web browser or
to turn the assignment in on Classroom. Classroom’s mobile app, available on iOS and
Classroom sends a notification out to students Android.

once the homework is graded, so students can
review grades and feedback.

B Share all relevant classroom materials E Collaborate one-on-one or with the
Within Classroom, educators can share entire class
learning resources, reading materials, videos, Students can message educators directly
links, and handouts. This allows students to with questions and/or comments on
refer to them at any time, or collaborate with assignments and announcements. Students
their classmates on learning. can also collaborate with each other for team

assignments by working on shared projects in
Docs, Sheets, and Slides at the same time.

“

Integrate with other apps and content

Students have access to thousands of
educational apps that spark creativity and
create endless opportunities for learning.



Google for Education

How is your child's data kept safe?

Google is committed to building products that help protect student and teacher privacy and provide
best-in-class security for our schools. If your child is using Classroom and Google Workspace for
Education, Google does not own any of the student data, students are not subject to ads, and we
support compliance standards such as FERPA'and COPPA?.

You can learn more about Google for Education’s commitment to privacy and security at Google for
Education Privacy and Security Center, our Google Workspace for Education Privacy Notice, and a
primer on some differences between Google Workspace for Education core services and additional

services.

Read our Guardian's Guide to Privacy & Security.

Questions to ask your child about Google Classroom

« Do you use Classroom, and how are you using it?
« Tellme about a cool project you are working on in school using Classroom.

« Have you worked on any group projects lately? What interesting tools are
you using to collaborate with your group?

« Start talking about internet safety and digital citizenship

with our Be Internet Awesome curriculum. y == -
a ~
| P

f

For more on Google Classroom, see our Teacher
Center trainings and Help Center, watch a tutorial,
or visit our website.

' Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act © 2020 Google LLC. 1600 Amphitheatre Parkway, Mountain View, CA 94043,

2 Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998



NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY WEBSITE

As part of our commitment to improving the safety of all our pupils online, we are pleased
to be able to announce that all parents can sign up to a very useful online website run by
the National Online Safety group, which offers many free video resources to help improve
parental awareness of the various issues facing our children. The online world is posing an
ever-increasing risk to children, and it is important that schools, parents and teachers work
together to take an active role in teaching children about online dangers. Learning how to
act safely when using the internet is an incredibly important part of safeguarding our

children.

The resources include courses, online video resources and weekly guides covering a huge
range of topics, including:

e Online Relationships e Online Gambling
e Fake Profiles & Social Bots e Radicalisation, Terrorism &
e Online Bullying Extremism
e Online Grooming ¢ Age Inappropriate Content
e Child Sexual Exploitation e Copyright & Ownership
¢ Sexual Harassment & Violence o Hacking
e Sexting e Fake News
e Live Streaming e Online Fraud
e Online Identity e Online Reputation
e Screen Addiction e Personal Data
¢ Online Challenges e Pornography
e Overspending e Targeted Adverts & Pop-Ups
e Social Media Platforms e The Dark Web
e Games & Trends

To create your account, please follow https: //nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/spratton-
hall-school and complete your details. When you're set up, you'll be able to set
‘Parent/Carer’ as your user type.

You can access National Online Safety online via any device- including via their brand-new

smartphone app. To download the app, please go to:
https://apps.apple.com/gb/a pp/national-online-safety/id1530342372
https:/mlay.uooqIe.com;’store/aoosfdetails?id=uk.co.nationaleducationaroup.nos

Alternatively, search for ‘National Online Safety’ in the App Store /Google Play Store.

Answers to frequently asked questions and customer service can be accessed at
https://helpdesk.thenationalcollege.co.uk/helpcentre .

Any particular issues or queries with logging in, please contact Mr McKenna on
bjm@s nhall.co
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Y8 Guide to the curriculum
Below is a summary of the aims of each of the main departments within the Preparatory Department. The Year
Group Curriculum Summary gives more information about syllabus content and structure for each subject.

Mathematics
As one of the core curriculum subjects, the importance of children knowing the basics such as number bonds

and place value is vitally important to the child’s development and confidence. In pre-prep, we have a hands-on
approach to learning Maths and use NumBots to facilitate confidence with the four operations and understanding
of the number system. As the pupils get older, we introduce times tables through the use of TTRockstars which
form part of the weekly Maths prep. The children will learn to calculate mentally, use recognised formal written
methods as well as solve age-appropriate problems. During Year 4 and Year 5, the pupils will sit half-termly
tests in the four operations. In Year 6, this half-termly test then focusses on Algebraic questions and BIDMAS.

The syllabus is largely based on the National Curriculum with topics covering Number, Algebra, Shape and
Space, Measures, Graphs and Handling Data taught from pre-prep through to Year 8, although some topics are
taught ahead of the National Curriculum to allow for bridging the gap to Spratton Preparatory Certificate exams.
We set pupils from Year 3, placing pupils in groups based on ability, pace and confidence. The sets are
constantly reviewed and monitored and pupils are placed with their best interests at the fore. At Spratton, we
enter individuals and teams into UK Maths Trust competitions which allow some of the stronger Mathematicians
to test themselves against other local schools.

English
The English syllabus is structured around the disciplines outlined in the National Curriculum; speaking and
listening, reading and writing. Throughout the School, pupils are encouraged to explore verbal and written

language through a variety of media.

The English department has the following aims:

° To stimulate and encourage a clarity of expression in all areas of written and oral work and to develop
creative writing in all its genres.

. To foster and develop interest in prose, poetry and drama.

° To introduce and encourage a wide variety of regular reading through a structured reading programme,
as well as encouraging a love of reading.

° To improve mechanical skills in writing. Throughout the school pupils are encouraged to assume
responsibility for their own improvement in technical accuracy, with appropriate guidance.

° To prepare pupils for the Spratton Preparatory Certificate exams and Senior School Scholarships at 13+.
° To introduce pupils to Shakespeare both in a practical sense through improvisation, and an academic

sense by developing an understanding of themes, characters and plots.

Science
The Science Department strongly believes this is one of the most important subjects children encounter at

school, as it answers so many of the questions they have about everyday life. We strive to answer these
questions through a practical, hands-on approach wherever possible. We have experienced members of staff,
and three modern specially designated laboratories. All the children in the Prep School, have their Science
lessons in the laboratories. This enables the children to get a real ‘feel’ for Science from an early age, and be
confident in their working space, so they can work independently as they meet more challenging science in the

senior years.

General Science is taught to all children from Year 3 to Year 6. There is a strong emphasis on practical
investigation and discovery, which helps enthuse and engage children with science at an early stage. We try
and relate their studies to the real world wherever possible to make it relevant to the children and give the study
of science some purpose. Science is split for the pupils in Years 7 and 8 into the 3 distinct Sciences — Biology,



Physics and Chemistry. We teach the Spratton Preparatory Certificate Syllabus in preparation for the
examinations at the end of Year 8. The two-year course in each area is very intensive, pushing the children on
in terms of their practical skills and their knowledge and understanding of each subject. Our results are
consistently good each year, and children leave Spratton feeling they are confident and competent scientists.

French
French is introduced to all pupils in the school from Year 1 onwards with lessons being conducted in French

whenever possible. Pupils are encouraged to respond with confidence and enjoyment to the four main language
skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.

Computing is fully integrated into the French curriculum and software has been used to enhance the learning
process. Pupils are encouraged to use our subscribed language websites as well as the Internet to aid their
learning. The ‘Tricolore Total’ series of text books and their PDF versions (available on pupils’ tablets) are used

to support the curriculum from Year 5.

French is taught in form groups in Years 1-6. Then, pupils will be placed in ability sets in Years 7 and 8.

Pupils’ ability in this subject will be reviewed throughout the year to allow changes in set groups to suit their
progress. Pupils who take scholarship exams will follow a designated programme of study to prepare them
adequately for the senior school of their choice. Years 6-8 will also learn French vocabulary on studied topics
with the aid of online “Vocab Express”. This vocabulary program guides the pupils through their learning and

assess their progress.

Pupils go on residential study visits to France in Year 6 and 7 to further develop their language skills and get a
taste of French life and culture. The pupils have a total French experience, by visiting France and spending time
learning the customs and speaking French to residents in Picardie and Boulogne. There are visits to various
places including Paris, Amiens, a chocolate factory and a goat farm.

History
The History syllabus is designed to engender enthusiasm for the subject in a fun and interesting way above

anything else. Intrinsic to this are the acquisition of knowledge; the development of logical enquiry; improvement
in recall; extension of reasoning; and analysis.

We aim to provide our students with a wide and varied programme of study covering English and British History
during their time at Spratton Hall. In Year 3 the History syllabus covers the Second World War and Pirates. In
Years 4 — 7, the pupils travel through English and British History from 100BC to 1918. Pupils in Year 8 study
Historical Theory that will include topics such as Greatness, Empire, How we treat others, Leadership and
Religion. A range of approaches is encouraged from class discussions and debates, group challenges, role play
and examination of sources, to the reading, understanding and questioning of historical issues. The department
makes full use of DVD and on-line material, information technology and artefacts. There are also study visits to
local museums and sites of related historical importance, such as Holdenby House in Year 3, Verulamium in
Year 4, Tamworth Castle and Northampton in Year 5, Bosworth in Year 6, Cromford Mills in Year 7 and Bletchley

Park in Year 8.

Geography

The Geography department of Spratton Hall aims to stimulate pupils’ interest in their own surroundings and in
the workings of the wider world. Through a balanced curriculum we investigate features of both the physical and
human world and how they intertwine and we also endeavour to instil an appreciation of the environment and
how it can be sustainably managed. Geography is unique in that it allows pupils to investigate a wide range of
people, places and environments at different scales around the world.

In Year 3, Geography is taught as part of the Humanities syllabus which is topic based. Fundamentals such as
where we are in the world and how different places have different characteristics are covered. In Years 4 and 5
the focus is on a number of topics investigating environments near and far, such as the structure of Spratton
village, investigating rainforests and considering protection of the environment through fieldwork and individual
research. In Years 6, 7 and 8 the content is more formalised, while still maintaining a sense of fun. Pupils are
engaged using a variety of interactive stimuli such as fieldwork, chromebooks, group work and individual



research. Topics include Tectonic Processes, Environmental Issues, Economic Activities, Sustainability and
Geomorphological Processes.

Study outside the classroom is a key facet of Geography. All Year groups complete fieldwork outside the
classroom and Years 5 and 6 attend residential fieldtrips to the Peak District and to the National Forest. Visiting
speakers are also invited to give talks on their specialist subjects. By the time pupils leave Spratton Hall they
should have an understanding of how their world works and an appreciation of a variety of environments and
how they can each be sustained. Geography is approached as a journey of discovery to find out how we
influence and protect our environment in a fast-changing world.

Religious Studies (RS Y3-6) / Religion, Philosophy and Ethics (RPE Y7/8)

At the heart of RS teaching is a desire to allow pupils to experience and reflect on a range of religions and
religious beliefs and practices, and to understand that they are responses to fundamental questions of human
existence- the “why” questions in life. The RS department aims to introduce the pupils to a variety of experiences,
biblical, moral and spiritual, and to develop in them a deep awareness of contemporary issues and their
responsibilities to each other. Visitors come into school from local religious communities and we also have study
visits to other religious establishments. Pupils learn to understand and respect our common humanity, diversity
and differences so that they can go on to form effective, fulfilling relationships that are an essential part of life

and learning.

In Years 4, 5 and 6, pupils explore the faith and practice of six of the major world religions. In Years 7 and 8,
pupils study key stories from the Old and New Testament, which act as a starting point for the exploration of key
philosophical standpoints and moral choices, and key contemporary issues, such as social justice, the
coexistence of science and religion, prejudice and discrimination, and conflict and reconciliation.

Latin
Latin remains an important part of the academic curriculum at Spratton Hall, with all pupils in Years 6, 7 and 8

studying the subject. ‘Latin’ includes not only the study of the language of Latin but also looking at the wider
Classical world. The Spratton Preparatory Certificate syllabus is followed, with the majority of Spratton pupils
taking the Level 1 paper; a few of the more able pupils attempt Level 2 or even Scholarship each year too. Our
aim is for every pupil to leave Spratton fully confident, willing and able to continue with a Classical subject at

Senior School.

Quite apart from examinations, broad educational benefit is derived from the study of Latin. It provides a
framework in which the grammar of any language, inciuding Engiish, is better understood. It improves knowledge
of English vocabulary and facilitates the study of other European languages. Highlighting and understanding the
links between Latin and modern languages is a fundamental part of our teaching.

In Classical Civilisation, we explore the Greek Myths — heroes such as Hercules, Odysseus, Jason and Theseus.
Whilst being the forerunner for various works of modern literature and ideal vehicles for studying the human

condition, they are also simply great stories!

One great benefit of the study of Latin at Spratton Hall is that it provides a chance for every pupil, regardless of
ability, to have a positive experience and sense of achievement in an allegedly difficult subject. Personal
experience confirms that many children, even those with various ‘language problems’, enjoy Latin and can do
very well; those with high ability are stretched. There is no doubt that Latin is one of the best “prain-training”
subjects of all, and as such, can impart skills and habits that will enhance the children’s lives and learning for

years to come.

Computing
Computing is taught in its own purpose-built room in the Bickley Building. The 22 machines are loaded with a

large variety of software, from movie editing programs and animation platforms, to professional 3D design and
programming tools.

The Computing Curriculum has been radically changed in recent years to reflect ongoing changes in education
and the industry as a whole. From an early age, pupils are taught how to safely use email, create documents
and manage folders. Pupils are introduced to a lot of the theory behind computing; while algorithms, data sorting



and debugging programs are taught as part of ‘programming’ lessons, along with how to use HTML and Python
Programming Language. Through movie making units, they are encouraged to explore music making and
animation tools to tell stories and adventures. The children create podcasts, edit videos, create websites and
are taught useful information retrieval skills to use with Google. They are also encouraged to learn to touch-type
via the Touch-Typing platform, the pupils complete a short typing assessment at the end of each term.

By the time the pupils are in Years 5-8 they will have their own Chromebooks, provided by the school. This
allows all the skills learnt in previous years to be utilised across the curriculum in all subjects, as well as to
continue to develop, practice and improve their skills through using specific programs introduced by different

subjects.

Art
The development of the whole child includes their creativity. The Art syllabus develops this creativity and

imagination through a variety of fun activities; children build on their skills and improve their observation, control
of materials, tools and techniques. They increase their awareness of the role and purpose of Art and Design,

building the confidence to express and communicate.

Years 3, 4 and 5 pupils gain a good foundation in many art skills, observational drawing, painting, printing,
ceramics and sculpture. In Years 6, 7, and 8 pupils extend their creativity through more sustained activities.
They become more independent in using visual language to communicate their own ideas, feelings and
meanings. They engage with the contemporary world of Art, and Art from different periods of history and cultures
e.g., Renaissance and Post Renaissance, Impressionism, and the wider World.

Pupils learn to record and first hand develop observation drawing skills. They learn to discuss and question
critically, organizing and presenting their work in a variety of different ways.

Music
The Music Department leads a very active life within Spratton Hall. In Years 3 to 6, pupils will participate in a

range of activities. They will perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods,
genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians. Singing and
composition are important elements of the curriculum. Pupils will learn to sing and use their voices, they will
create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument and
use Chromebooks within their lessons. Pupils will learn about musical notation. They will understand and
explore how music is created, produced and communicated. This will include learning about the musical
elements of pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and structure.

In Years 7 and 8, pupils will continue to experience the vast range of musical skills from Years 3 to 6. They will
learn about specific styles of music and musical structures. They will also learn how to implement their own
knowledge and musical skills when composing both on the keyboards and their Chromebooks.

The Music Department offers a wide range of extra-curricular activities and there are many opportunities for
pupils to perform solos or to perform as part of an ensemble.

Our visiting peripatetic members of staff offer a range of instrumental lessons, together with singing lessons and
music theory.

Physical Education and Games
Spratton Hall has excellent sporting facilities and a fine sporting tradition with over fifty acres of superb grounds

for cricket, football and rugby, alongside the eight all-weather tennis courts, six netball courts and an Astroturf
pitch. The most recent addition is a permanent construction of a bank of eight cricket nets. All these facilities are
complemented by the outstanding Underwood, the state-of-the art changing room block. Spratton’s sporting
facilities are further enhanced with the dome, an indoor area which includes a full-size tennis court, four

badminton courts, netball court and a volleyball court.

In PE, both boys and girls have the opportunity to learn about how a fit and healthy body is a legacy for life.
Alongside improving general fitness, pupils have to follow a progressive gymnastics and dance programmes as
well as developing hand eye coordination and invasion game principles through sports such as handball,



basketball and ultimate frisbee. In the summer, the emphasis is on athletics, where all pupils learn advanced
techniques of sprinting, hurdling, jumping and throwing, and finish the year with some tennis.

In Games, we encourage all our boys and girls to take part in a wide range of activities. The main winter games
for boys are rugby, soccer and hockey, while girls play hockey and netbali. In the summer the boys and girls
play cricket with softball and hardball matches. There is also an opportunity for girls to learn the basics of tennis
in their Games lessons during the summer. There are regular matches against other schools and tournaments,
for all the main sports, alongside cross-country and athletics meets. Expert coaching is provided in all sports,
both from members of staff and from specialists outside the school. There are sports tours for all in Year 8.

PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education)

PSHCE is seen to be central to the development of the whole pupil. At Spratton, we follow the Jigsaw programme
throughout the school from Reception to Year 8, this ensures there is continuity throughout the pupils learning.
At all times it is age and stage appropriate and in line with statutory requirements and the school's ethos and
values. In PSHCE our aim to promote and develop social skills, grow emotional literacy, enable mental health,
nurtures children's positive relationships with themselves and others and provides a whole-school approach.
The child is always at the centre of the learning in lessons. The aim is to help build positive attitudes, self-

esteem, resilience and confidence.

Pupils are encouraged to take part in a wide range of activities and experiences across and beyond the
curriculum helping them to contribute to the lives of their school and communities. In doing so they learn to
recognise their own worth, work co-operatively with others and become increasingly responsible for their own

learning.

Pupils also find out about the main political and social institutions that affect their fives as well as their
responsibilities, rights and duties. They learn to respect our humanity, diversity and differences so that they can
go on to develop positive and fulfilling relationships.

Drama
Drama is taught in all year groups at Spratton as a timetabled subject. The drama teaching aims to develop

children’s confidence and creativity while learning more about themselves and the world around them.

All pupils have opportunities to create, perform and respond to their own and each other’s performances. Group
discussion is encouraged which allows pupils to explore issues and ideas together and to appreciate the differing
opinions of others. Pupils learn to create and sustain roles and to speak with confidence in a range of contexts,

developing awareness of an audience.

Through the Drama curriculum, pupils experience many different genres including mime, dramatic play,
improvisation, prose, poetry and scripts of various styles. There are visits to the theatre and workshops in school

held by visiting theatre groups throughout the year.
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SPRATTON HALL

Year 8 — Curriculum Summary

| Subject Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term
Maths Number and Algebra —
Four rules of number; use of a calculator; rounding; negative numbers; BIDMAS; collecting like terms;
simplifying algebraic expressions; use of brackets and factorising; solving equations; substitution; fractions;
percentages; indices; special numbers: LCM and HCF; graphs of equations; sequences; ratio and
proportion.
Shape, Space and Measures -
Metric and imperial measures; conversion graphs; perimeter; area; volume; surface area; circles; angles;
transformations; speed; symmetry; 3D drawing; nets.
Handling Data -
Graphs/charts; probability; averages; scatter graphs.
Extension paper topics —
Pythagoras’ Theorem; simultaneous equations; inequalities; parabolas; standard form; quadratic
sequences, average speed of more than one journey.
English o Reinforcement of basic | e Reinforcement of basic | e Reinforcement of basic
. skills of reading, writing, speaking | skills of reading, writing, | skills of reading, writing, speaking
and listening. Working towards the | speaking and listening. Working | and listening. Working towards
Reading Certificate. towards the Reading Certificate. | the Reading Certificate.
o Detective fiction — Sherlock | e Poetry study — study of a | e Study of a play. Text will
Holmes female poet. Poet will vary by | vary by group.
N Class reader — text varies | group. o Exam preparation,
by group o Writing to argue and | including how to revise for
. Poetry Study — Global | persuade. English exams.
Anthology . Mock exams
o Writing to discuss o Poetry study — poems
e Prose comprehension — | with a message
comic writing . Short story
comprehension and writing
o Writing to describe /
narrative writing
Science Physics Physics Physics
Electricity; making circuits, | Light; reflection, mirrors, | Elasticity, ~spring  extension,
symbols, switches, Truth | refraction, dispersion and colour, | elastic limit.
tables,measuring current in series | light ray diagrams, shadows. Practical exam
and parallel, various types of | Heat transfer — conduction, | General revision of Year 7 work
control in circuits - resistors, fuses, | convection, radiation. Bimetallic | before final CE exams.
LEDs, LDRs, variable resistors, strips. Expansion.
Space; Day/night, seasons, the
moon, satellites, eclipses, planets | Chemistry
and the solar system, deep space, | Limestone chemistry, | Chemistry
humans in space, the Apollo decomposition,  environmental | Water properties, testing and
missions. chemistry, acid rain, global pollution.
warming. Practical exam
Chemistry General revision before final CE
Finishing Neutralisation, Reactivity | Biology exams.
series of metals, key equations for | Digestion. - Anatomy, Enzymes,
reactions of metals with water, | villi structure. Biology
acids and oxygen. Investigating The Heart, blood vessels and the
rates of reaction. Variation: Genes, DNA, genetic | contents of blood.
, diseases. Discontinuous and | Practical exam
Biology continuous variation.




Plant Reproduction: The structure
of a flowering plant, germination,
dispersal, fertilisation.

Photosynthesis: The structure of a
|eaf, practical investigations, the
leaf, practical investigations, the
photosynthesis equation.

General revision before final CE
exams

French

Year 8 CE teaching groups:
Recent activities; cafes and
restaurants; ordering and
describing meals.

Use of the perfect tense with ER,
RE, IR verbs — irregular verbs in the
perfect tense and in the negative;
étre + regularfirregular verbs in the
perfect tense (Mrs Van De Tramp),
reflexive verbs with étre in the
perfect tense: description of daily
routine in the past.

CE oral role-play practice + text
stimuli based oral task + oral
questions on CE topics practice.
Writing exam practice on the
translation of 5 sentences+ email
writing based on 5 bullet points
Scholars: Travelling and travel
plans (Going to Paris); Leisure
activities, school life and opinions;
health and lifestyle:

All Year 8:Perfect tense — asking
questions in the perfect tense;
adverbs;, the comparative and
superlative;

Scholars: the imperfect tense; “Le
futur simple”; conditional tenses;
reported speech

Looking at the format and content of
the Scholarship papers+ practice.

Year 8 CE teaching groups:
Reflexive verbs in the perfect
tense; the imperfect tense.
School / daily routine/physical
description topics

The weather; clothing; the body;
feelings. Verb Avoir expressions
Direct object pronouns; use of the
imperative. Jobs and careers
topic.

Aller + infinitive; Future Tense.
Future plans

- “Futur Simple” and Conditional;
Scholars: subjunctive
expressions; scholarship
expressions of opinions; use of
negatives; conjunctions. Rugby
and other Senior Schools
Scholarship papers preparation +
specimen answers

Scholarship exam practice (past
papers) + oral practice
(interviews; CE oral practice,
Post scholarship exams: CE
exam preparation with the
current oral exam format
introduced ( 1- role-play; 2-text
stimuli based task followed by 5
chosen questions on the text 3-
Spontaneous discussion of at
least two of the CE topics)+
practice of the new CE writing
format  1-translation of 5
sentences 2- email writing

Year 8 CE Teaching groups:
Conversation

Revision; past papers on the new
format of the writing paper/
reading and listening CE paper
practice.

Revision of four main language
skills

Preparation and practice for oral
exam; one to one practice.

Scholars: Post-GCSE reading
and writing exercises + final past
papers practice; oral interview
practice; Looking at Scholarship
exam papers for senior schools(
Oundle etc..).French CE exam
preparation in listening/ reading
and writing. The oral exam for
Scholars will be an interview
based on CE topic questions.

Historical Theory

What is History?

Visit to Bletchley Park.

Great Britons, significant people in
history, Steve Biko.

Evidence work.

Important moments in history.
How we treat others, Empire and
the Slave Trade.

Evidence work.

Is History Useful?

Source analysis and evaluation —
skill development.

Revision techniques.

!_Geography

Geomorphological processes ~
which natural processes shape our

land?

Weathering; river processes,
landforms and flooding; coastal -
processes, landforms and
landslides.

Fieldwork — Transport survey —
Should Spratton have a bypass?

Settlement

Site, situation and growth of
settlements; rural and urban
settlement; differences between
HICs and LICs; Northampton
and London compared to Rio de
Janeiro and Nairobi; function;
urban land-use patterns. OS
map work.

Population growth, resources
and sustainability

Is it possible for over 8 billion
people to use today’s resources
whilst still protecting them for
future generations?

Revision of case studies and
exam practice of past papers.




Latin Grammar - 1%t Declension | Grammar Revision of all topics and
Revision; 2" declension masculine | Ordinal Numbers; sum; gender; | vocabulary. Translation practice,
nouns, including V-LAMP; 2" Decl | adjectives, personal pronouns, | past CE questions, exam
neuter nouns. pronouns technique.

Verbs — Imperfect tense Verbs — Perfect Tense
Cardinal Numbers Classical Civilisation
Vocabulary — Spratton Latin | Greek Myths — project work
Vocabulary - Spratton Latin | Vocabs 18-21; Principal Parts for
Vocabs 1-17. Level 1 verbs Post-Exam - Ancient Greek
taster morning
Manipulation of the Language - | Manipulation of the language —
case recognition; writing in Latin — | focus on CE Level 1 English-to- | SCHOLARS:
subject/object, prepositional | Latin  section - specific | Revision of  topics and
phrases. vocabulary and techniques preparation for Level 2 CE
Classical Civilisation — Greek Myths | SCHOLARS:
— recap; pupil-led project on other 3 Declension Nouns,
myths Adjectives, Future, Pluperfect,
Comparative and Superlative,
Irregular Verbs, subordinate
clauses, demonstrative and
relative  pronouns;  specific
preparation for  Scholarship
exams

RPE New Testament studies linked to | New Testament studies linked | The Parables — holding strong
contemporary issues to contemporary issues beliefs, forgiveness, and
Jesus and outcasts — prejudice | Miracles — do miracles happen | prejudice and discrimination.
and discrimination, forgiveness today and do they prove Jesus Revision of all topics and exam
Being a follower of Jesus — | was the Son of God? technique.
wealth, social justice, possessions | Oral presentation based on
and priorities. research into a chosen famous

person —choice includes Martin
Luther King; Nelson Mandela;
Malala Yousafzai; Einstein;
Stephen Hawking; Rosa Parks
(and others)— with emphasis
placed on religious links — marks
count towards final RPE exam
result and research forms part of
the English SPC Reading
Portfolio

Music Hooks and Riffs Musical Structures Minimalism
Identify, perform and create hooks | To realise the importance of Learn about minimalist music and
and riffs within a song structure. | structure in music. Compose the composers associated with
Listen attentively to music from | music in Theme and Variation music in this style. Compose own
different periods and identify | form. minimalist piece.
musical features. Compose own
music.

Art Overall theme Artist Style Overall theme Artist Style Overall theme Artists Style
Graphic lllustration Christmas card Textiles/Fashion Show Textiles/ Fashion Show
Paolozzi style collage Sketchbook pages; research, Finish making an ouffit, make a

planning, design outfit, make short film to show off the ouffit.
Painting self-portraits. outfit
Sketchbook; research, plan, make | Showing three textile skills.
- and evaluate.
Computing | Working on an independent project Working on an independent Continuing to develop a

using the BBC Microbit.
Reinforcement of Microbit Coding
skills and exploring python code.

project to create a music video
using WeVideo, editing, snipping
and cropping elements in the

knowledge of HTML coding and
how this is used to create and edit
websites. HyperText MarkUp |




| Develop greater

Awareness.

Online Safety

process. Working in collaboration
with the Art Department.
Develop greater Online Safety
Awareness.

Language is the standard method "
used to display articles in a web
browser.

Develop greater Online Safety
Awareness.

Third rotation of:

Athletics:

Can | choose how | fit in?

How have | changed?

Family and how it influences me
Different types of
relationships

Faith and belief, cultural diversity

Celebrating Difference

How different are we really?
Recognising similarities
Prejudice and discrimination
Social injustice and equality

Making a positive contribution to

the community
wellbeing

Online Safety and Awareness

Workshop

stable

Can the choices | make know
influence my future?

short, medium and long term
goals

resilience

employability skills

My online footprint

budgeting, debt

positive and negative roles of
money in society including links
with mental health

Healthy Me

Can | become more responsible
for my health and happiness?
Taking personal responsibility for
health

Stress triggers, managing stress.
Substances and their effects
drug supply and possession
county lines/ exploitation

role of medicines and dental
health

PE First and second rotation of:
Sports Analysis: Compare a skill Sports Analysis: Compare a skill Coaching all running, jumping
against an elite athlete and design | against an elite athlete and and throwing events, allowing
drill to improve this, and coach design drill to improve this, and pupils to decide their direction.
peers. coach peers. Tennis in the second half of
Net Game: Badminton Net Game: Badminton term.
Invasion Game: Gaelic Football Invasion Game: Gaelic Football
Fitness Focus: Stamina Fitness Focus: Agility Fitness Focus: Speed

Girls Hockey Netball Cricket

Games Continued development of | Continued  development  of | Competitive, small games to
individual skills including advanced | passing, shooting and receiving | practise bowling, batting and
techniques on the backhand. 3D technigues. Advanced tactics for fielding, in match scenarios
skils and elimination  skills. | circle play and set plays. Regular | Use of video analysis and
Advanced match tactics. Regular | matches. bowling machines

i matches. Athletics/ Tennis techniques.

Boys Rugby Hockey Cricket

Games Continuity of pupils skill | Focus on key stick skills Bowling/batting and fielding
development Positional understanding during | competitive games
Defensive line understanding and | games Focus on techniques
positioning Awareness and small sided | Match scenarios with  player
Attacking moves and | match situations leadership
communication Video analysis Use of video analysis and
Awareness in match situations ‘7’ & “11' a side matches bowling machine
Video analysis Cross-country
Communication Athletics/ Tennis
Touch rugby Club available to aid
skill and awareness progression
Grid Square attack games
U13 Rules
Cross-country

PSCHE Being Me in My World Dreams and Goals Relationships

relationship with self, negative
self-thoughts, body image
including online and media
portrayal of relationships and
media manipulation
components of
relationships

social media and online safety
illegal aspects of social media
recognising negative
relationships and managing them
Changing Me

Boyfriends and girlfriends
different types of committed...
loving relationships/ partnerships
positive aspects of healthy
intimate relationships

Negative factors that can make a
relationship unhealthy eg control
alcohol and relationships
accessing support

Consent

Recovery Position and CPR

positive




Drama

| Script work — Beginning with vocal

work and simple 'skeleton' scripts,
the pupils learn to use voice more
effectively and how to put their
own interpretation onto simple
scripts.

This moves onto

Shakespeare and other, more
modern, scripts. Using voice and
movement, communicating
coherently, using a variety of
performance techniques to create
effects. Interpretation, staging and
performance of scripts. Evaluating
their work.

Continuing to work intensively
on a range of scenes from
scripted work.

Human rights and
homelessness; the way we treat
others Using 'soundscapes’,
‘essence machines' and
performance of a ‘dualogue’
(paired script) of two homeless
characters.

Using movement: working with
‘mask’ and ‘physical theatre’

Exploring sensitive issues
around the pressures young
teenagers may face and
teenage/parent relationships,
using spontaneous role-play,
hot-seating, externalised
consciousness, improvised
scenes and monologues.

Young Shakespeare company
play.




